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Dear Parents/Carers 
 

CANBERRA EXCURSION 
Our Year 5 and 6 students had a fantastic 
time at Canberra last week learning lots 
about democracy and Australian history. I 
would like to thank the students for their 
good behaviour and Miss Hale and 
Mr Overdijk for giving up their time to 
accompany the students.  
 

FETE 
Only two days to go now! Just a reminder 
that the fete will start at 3pm with a 
performance from our K-2 choir and 
Ukulele group. Students can only stay 
after 3:15pm if they are accompanied by 
an adult. A teacher will supervise students 
catching the bus as per usual. Please 
return raffle tickets as soon as possible.  
I’m sure it will be a great afternoon. 
Multiples of small change, rather than 
large notes, would be appreciated. Please 
support this great event. The P and C have 
put a lot of time and effort into the 
organisation and funds raised are used to 
support the students. 
 

 

KIDSMATTER 
Component 1 of our Kidsmatter training 
this year focussed on building a positive 
school community. Celebrating cultural 
diversity is a big part of this. This year we 
have celebrated Harmony Day and 
NAIDOC and included multicultural 
elements into our teaching units wherever 
possible. We currently have 23 students 
who speak a language other than English 
at home and this will increase next year 
with the enrolment of our new Kinders. 
Included with the newsletter this week is a 
fact sheet for families on cultural diversity. 
Please take the time to read it and speak 
to your children about celebrating diversity. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 TERM 4 2016 
9.11.16 Fete raffle tickets due back 
11.11.16 CANTEEN CLOSED 
11.11.16 School Fete 3.00-6.00pm 
18.11.16 K 2017 1st Transition afternoon 
1.12.16 Last day for student banking 
2.12.16 K 2017 2nd Transition afternoon 
7.12.16 CANTEEN CLOSED 
7.12.16 Presentation Day 
9.12.16 Last day for canteen and clothing 

pool 
13.12.16 Year 6 Farewell 
14.12.16 CANTEEN CLOSED 
15.12.16 CANTEEN CLOSED 
15.12.16 Party Day 
16.12.16 Carols 

Last day of school for students 
 TERM 1 2017 
27.1.17 Staff Development Day (pupil 

free) 
27.1.17 Clothing Pool open 8:30-10:30am 
30.1.17 Students in Years 1 to 6 return 
30.1.17 
to 1.2.17 

Pre-arranged Best Start Kinder 
2017 Interviews 

2.2.17 2017 Kindergarten students start 
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TECHNOLOGY UPDATE 
Our school has a three year technology 
plan which has been approved by the 
Information Technology Directorate, the 
School Council and P & C. This plan is 
available for you to look at on the ‘Our 
School’ section of our school website. We 
are currently in the second year of 
implementation of this plan.  
 
This year we have made the following 
progress towards implementing the plan: 
 The server and wireless network have 

been maintained with no major outages 
this year. 

 New computers obtained through the 
Department of Education T4L program 
have been placed strategically to 
ensure that the computer lab has 26 in 
warranty computers and every other 
classroom has at least one in warranty 
computer. Kindergarten and Year 1 
received three new PCs each this year. 

 7 laptops were purchased from school 
funds for teacher use with classroom 
Interactive Whiteboards (IWB). 

 New projectors were installed in KM, 
2/3D and 4/5J. The old projectors had 
been in use for a minimum of 7 years 
and were becoming unreliable. 

 Staff completed professional learning 
around robotics, the use of Plickers and 
using technology for two way 
communication. 

 A range of IWB activities have been 
added to the shared drive for use in 
classrooms across Key Learning 
Areas. 

 Staff were provided with time to 
experiment with the apps already 
available on class iPads. 

 New headphones were purchased to 
replace broken ones for the iPads. 

 Extension activities were provided for 
students in robotics in Term 2 and the 
use of Adobe Flash in Term 3. 
Students indicated that they learnt a lot 
and enjoyed these activities. 

 The school website was updated 
regularly. 

 Parents, staff and students were all 
asked questions about technology in 

the annual surveys. 65% of students 
think we make enough use of 
technology in learning. 90% of teachers 
are happy with the level of technology 
available. Parents were asked to write 
a written comment with most indicating 
that they were happy with the use of 
technology across the school. Several 
parents commented that they wouldn’t 
want technology used more often. 

 Miss Hale was provided with training 
and support to develop Information 
Technology management skills.  

Focus areas planned for 2017 
 Replace projectors in 1G, 3/4O and 

5/6H rooms. 
 Laptops have been chosen for 

distribution through the T4L program. 
These will be placed in the lab and 
older laptops from the lab will be 
moved to classrooms. 

 The school Technology Scope and 
Sequence will be revised to include 
new technologies and technology skills 
to facilitate 21st Century learning. 

 Staff will be provided with further 
support to develop skills in using 
technology for two-way communication 
with the community. 

 

PARLIAMENT AND CIVICS EDUCATION 
REBATE PROGRAM 
Students from our school have recently 
undertaken an education tour of the 
national capital.  Students were given the 
opportunity to participate in a variety of 
educational programs with a focus on 
Australia’s history, culture, heritage and 
democracy. 
The Australian Government recognises the 
importance of all young Australians being 
able to visit the national capital as part of 
their Civics and Citizenship education.  To 
assist families in meeting the cost of the 
excursion the Australian Government is 
contributing funding of $20 per student 
under the Parliament and Civics Education 
Rebate program towards those costs.  The 
rebate is paid directly to the school upon 
completion of the excursion. 
 

Have a great week! 
 

Trisha Gill, Relieving Principal 



  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



  

 
3/4O NEWS 
So far Term 4 has been very busy with so 
much going on in the classroom and the 
school. 
 
Everyone had a great time at swim school 
during the first 2 weeks of term. It was 
fantastic to see so many students improve 
their swimming survival skills. 
 
We thoroughly enjoyed our excursion to 
The Hunter School of Performing Arts to 
watch the amazing Lion King performance. 
It was a great opportunity for our students 
and staff to appreciate a very impressive 
production. 
 
Please remember our school fete this 
Friday afternoon. It should be a great 
opportunity to visit the school, watch some 
student performances and participate in 
some fun activities.  
 
On the 15th of December we are having 
our school Party Day. Or class will be 
going to the movies. Notes will be going 
out soon, please return them as soon as 
possible. 
 
We have been focusing on poetry this 
term. Here are some examples of the great 
work we have been doing on class. 
 
Haiku Poem by Cam and Lily 
Curled up like a leaf 
Perched quietly in a tree 
Still as a statue 
 
Cinquain Poem by Koby 
Stars 
Shining, beautiful 
Hot, amazing, cool 
Magnificent, bright, big, happy 
Brilliant 
 
Simile Poem by Jacob J 
She is like a butterfly flying 
She is as funny as a clown 
She is like a clever scientist 
She is as beautiful as a princess 
She is like a kangaroo bounding with 
energy 
She is naughty as a crook 
She is my sister 

 
Acrostic Poem By Ryan D 
Britannic 
Bad or not it still went down, it’s not 
Right and it’s so bad. You can’t go back 
It’s time to go, come on, come with me 
it’s never 
The right time to go back with me, come 
with me  
And I’ll show you how it’s not that hard 
Nerd or not I would still say it, through 
time and space you can’t leave 
Now come with me and we will go far 
away 
I’ll sail before a thousand moons, never 
finding where to go. 
Come, come with me, I love you so 
come with me. 
 

 
 

 



  

 
CANTEEN 
We are seeking volunteers for 2017, 
please return the form that was sent 
home last week to the office. 
We have a vacancy on Wednesday 
23 November, please let the office know 
if you can assist. 
 
CANTEEN ROSTER 
Thur 10.11.16 A Jeayes, L Jones 
Fri 11.11.16 CLOSED 
Mon 14.11.16 CLOSED 
Tues 15.11.16 CLOSED 
Wed 16.11.16 S Taylor, N Filo 

 
CLOTHING POOL NEWS 
With the warmer weather upon us we are 
looking for quality second hand dresses for 
the clothing pool. If you have any please 
drop them in at the office or the Clothing 
Pool. 
 
CLOTHING POOL HOURS 
Wednesdays 2:45 pm – 3:15 pm 
Fridays 9:00 am – 9:30 am 

 
P&C NEWS 
Newcastle Permanent Building Society 
Introducer Program - We have joined this 
fundraising program through the NPBS.  
 

When someone applies for a new 
Newcastle Permanent home or business 
loan, all they need to do is tell NPBS they 
were referred by Charlestown Public 
School P&C and provided their application 
is eligible the P&C will receive $600 once 
the loan has been processed. Please tell 
your friends, families, work colleagues... 
basically anyone you know can participate!   
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

 

 

 

 
 



  

 
 

 
  



  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FRIDAY 11th NOVEMBER 3 – 6 PM 
     
Newsletter No. 6 

 
With only 2 days to the fete we still need HELP ….    

 Please return all sold RAFFLE TICKET books to the office ASAP.  
Remember, for every full book a student sells, they go into the draw for a $20 COLES 
MYER GIFTCARD. 
 

 All donations for the CAKE STALL need to be labelled with ingredients used. 
 

 Children at the FETE must be under the supervision of a parent or other nominated 
adult.  
 

 Children will be able to come to school out of uniform.  
 

 It would be appreciated if children and parents had small notes 
 and change on Friday. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

           TO EAT & DRINK 

             PIES/SAUSAGE ROLLS 

     SAUSAGE/STEAK SANDWICHES 

Homemade SWEETS, CAKES & LOLLIES

            COFFEE     SNO CONES        

      DRINKS       FROZEN YOGHURT 

FAIRY FLOSS  POPCORN 

                        TO DO 

Muddle through the boxes in the BOX MAZE 

Be amazed at the LEGO creations in the HALL 

Grab a friend and get a happy snap at the 
PHOTOBOOTH 

Win a prize at the CHOCOLATE WHEEL 

Have a throw, toss and shot at SIDESHOW 
ALLEY 

Have your FACE PAINTED 

Get a surprise with a LUCKY DIP 

Buy a SHOWBAG 

Get a temporary TATTOO

                                                   TO BUY  
    BRIC A BRAC           NOVELTIES/TOYS            SHOWBAGS 
                          PLANTS  CAKES BOOKS/DVDS 


