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Dear Parents 
 

Thank you so much to our lovely group of 
parents who are always helping us out. 
Whether it be in the canteen, reading 
groups, P&C fundraising, Election Day 
BBQ, clothing pool, Easter Hat making, 
special meal deals, the list goes on. We 
couldn’t run our wonderful school without 
your amazing help. I would like everyone 
to have a relaxing holiday and I look 
forward to a busy term two, with a caring 
school community. 
 
HIGHLIGHTS 
This term there have been many highlights 
at school. The wonderful Yr 6 students and 
the caring, kind and friendly manner in 
which they looked after their new Kinder 
buddies and the strong leadership skills of 
Noah, Claudia, Ethan and Sam set a fine 
example for everyone at the start of the 
year. We also have our House Captains Eti 
and Rylan who every lunchtime organise 
equipment for the students to play with. 
They also led the school at the swimming 
carnival and showed great sportsmanship. 
We had a fantastic day in Sydney at Young 
Leaders Day! 
 

 
 

We have watched the Watershow and 
participated in Coding for Kids, aerobics, 
park runs, T-Ball Gala Day and Friday 
Sport. There has been Harmony Day and 
Bullying No Way Day combined with the 
weekly social skills program too. Our 
sporting champions have done us proud 
with school representation in basketball, 
AFL, cricket, hockey, rugby league and 
zone and regional swimming. 
Our debaters have learnt how to argue, be 
positive and negative and reinforce their 
arguments with facts and opinions.  
 
The staff have been trained in Kidsmatter, 
LMBR, Soundwaves Spelling, “Rip It Up 
Reading” and new History and Geography 
curriculums. 
 
Parents have visited for information 
sessions and students have displayed their 
dancing prowess at the school disco. It 
certainly has been a wonderful start to the 
year! 
 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
  

TERM 1 2016 
8.4.16 Wear your PJs to school for a 

gold coin donation for Stewart 
House. 
Last day of school for Term 1 

  
TERM 2 2016 

25.4.16 Public Holiday – ANZAC Day 
26.4.16 Staff Development Day  
27.4.16 All students return to school 
29.4.16 Cross Country Carnival 
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PHOTO DAY 
Wednesday 4 May is school photo day. In 
the holidays practice smiling and showing 
those pearly whites ready for the big day!  
All students are encouraged to wear their 
full school uniform on this day. Girls are 
asked to wear the school dress (if they 
have one) with yellow socks and hair done 
neatly. Boys should wear their brown 
shorts and school shirt with brown socks 
and black shoes. No joggers are to be 
worn as they are part of our sports uniform 
and not school uniform.  
If new items are needed, please don’t 
leave it until photo day to purchase.  The 
uniform shop is open on Wednesday 
afternoons 2:45 – 3:15pm and Friday 
mornings 9.00-9.30am.  
 
Each student brought home their own 
personal bar coded photo envelope last 
week – please take care not to lose 
them as all envelopes are to be returned 
on or prior to photo day. 
 Family envelopes are available at the 

school office upon request. These 
photographs are for school aged 
students attending this school only (ie 
no babies or parents can be 
accommodated in these photographs). 

 Don’t seal envelopes inside each other.  
You can pay for all children in one 
envelope, however each child needs to 
have their own envelope on photo day. 

 Please enclose correct money as no 
change is given.  Cash, cheques and 
money orders only made payable to 
MSP Photography (sorry no credit 
cards accepted). 

 Online Payments – Parents can order 
and pay online through the MSP 
website (msp.com.au).  Instructions are 
included on the back of the envelopes.  
Credit and Debit cards from Mastercard 
or Visa are accepted.  On completion of 
an online order, the website will display 
an order reference code which should 
be written on the back of the envelope, 
in the box provided.  Each child will still 
be required to bring their envelope on 
photo-day. Orders can be placed online 
up to one week after photo-day. 

 All orders received after photo day are 
subject to an additional $20 search fee. 

 

PLAYGROUND CHANGES 
This year there have been a very high 
number of entries into our behaviour 
records including bullying, aggression, 
rudeness, dangerous play and swearing 
whilst on the playground at lunchtime. 
Many of these have occurred in the Years 
3-6 where we now have almost ninety 
students. To provide better opportunities 
for students to play, it has been decided by 
the staff and students to offer two areas of 
play for lunchtime. All staff will be 
completing extra playground duties each 
week to give the students more space and 
freedom of choice in what activities they 
would like to participate in. Therefore on 
Monday and Tuesday the park as well as 
the school playground, will be available at 
lunchtime, whilst on Wednesday and 
Thursday the Library, park and playground 
will be used and on Friday the school 
playground is available. There is also an 
interest group being run by our chaplain 
each Monday and Thursday at lunchtime 
too.  
The K-6 students were surveyed by 
Mrs Gill last week and all agreed they 
would like to have the new arrangements 
for Term Two. Hopefully with extra space 
and more choices about where to play, we 
will see a reduction in planning room as 
well as behaviour entries. It will allow 
students who have difficulty getting along a 
chance to be separated and some social 
skills programs with small numbers of 
students to occur. Students have also 
been asked to play with others in their 
stage group for competitive games such as 
handball, touch footy and soccer. This 
allows students to mix with their peers and 
at times helps alleviate the number of 
injuries when forty students all want to play 
touch footy at the one time! 
As a result of staff being on daily 
playground duties it is important to call in 
at the office to make an appointment, as 
staff might not be as readily available for 
“instant interviews.” 
Our new Student Wellbeing Policy (which 
was updated at the Community Forum 
earlier this term) will be sent home to each 
family as soon as it is approved by School 
Council, early next term.  
 



ANZAC DAY 
All students are invited to attend the Lions 
Club ANZAC Day service to be held at 
Lions Park Charlestown on Monday, 
25 April at 11am. Please wear your school 
uniform and be there at 10:50am to meet 
Mrs Thompson. Our school will also have 
its own ANZAC Day service on 
Wednesday 27 April at 2:15pm in the 
school hall. You are most welcome to 
attend. 
 
STEWART HOUSE 
This year some of our students have the 
privilege of attending Stewart House in 
Sydney for two weeks in May. This is a 
great opportunity for them and a wonderful 
way for us to help Stewart House is to 
have a “Pyjamas Day” on Friday. Your gold 
coin donation will be collected by Year 6 
leaders and forwarded to Stewart House 
early next term. 
 
MOTHER’S DAY STALL 
Mother’s Day is just around the corner and 
to help the P&C collect as many gifts as 
possible you can donate a present and 
leave it at the front office. The gifts usually 
range in price from $1x to $5 so the more 
gifts we have the more presents for you!! 
 

 

 
 
WORKING BEE 
Keep 15 May 2016 spare in your diaries for 
the annual working bee. This year some of 
the activities include relocating the red 
Japanese bridge and moving some of the 
pavers, mulching, planting seeds in the 
veggie gardens and weeding. We need 
your help!!! 
 
SCHOOL CROSSING SUPERVISOR 
If you are interested in applying to be our 
own school crossing supervisor and work 
with Phil each alternate week, please 
complete the application form and give it a 
go. It would be fantastic to have one of our 
parents as a supervisor. 
 
SCHOOL SECURITY 
With the school holidays next week, please 
keep an eye out for individuals within the 
school grounds (that should not be there). 
Please contact the school security number 
1300 880 021. 
 
Have a wonderful holiday! 
 
Jayne Thompson 
Principal 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



SCHOOL SECURITY 
With the school holidays around the 
corner, please keep an eye out for 
individuals within the school grounds (that 
should not be there). Please contact the 
school security number 1300 880 021. 
 

Have a great week!! 
 

 
STAR STRUCK COSTUMES 
Calling all dressmakers! 
 

We are looking for some experienced 
sewers to help make our Star Struck 
costumes for this year. 
 

The parts of the costumes that need to be 
made are: Jacket, hat and tie (see image 
below). Star Struck week begins 
Wednesday 15 June 2016 and costumes 
will need to be completed before this 
date. 
 

 
 

If you are able to help out, please contact 
the school. 
 

In other Star Struck news, tickets go on 
sale today! (6 April) 
 

Mrs Kondov 
 
FOUND 
A pink Disney Minnie Busy Book.  
Enquiries to the school office please. 

STUDENT BANKING 
Commonwealth Bank applications for 
student bank accounts are available from 
the school office. 
 

CANTEEN NEWS AND ROSTER 
 

Thur 7.4.16 K Style, T Black, 
M Rowe 

Fri  8.4.16 No orders–counter 
service at lunch only
L Lee, P McNally 

Mon 25.4.16 SCHOOL CLOSED 
Tue 26.4.16 SCHOOL CLOSED 
Wed 27.4.16 N Toavanua, 

B Sacmaroski, 
L Maddison 

Thu 28.4.16 A Jeayes, L Jones 
Fri 29.4.16 No orders–counter 

service at lunch only
J Hope, L Maddison 

Mon 2.5.16 CLOSED 
Tus 3.5.16 CLOSED 
Wed 4.5.16 N Filo, S Taylor 

 
CLOTHING POOL HOURS 
Wednesdays 2:45 pm – 3:15 pm 
Fridays 9:00 am – 9:30 am 

 

P&C NEWS 
 

Stronger Communities Program 
In September last year the P & C lodged 
a grant application for the Stronger 
Communities Program. The program was 
announced in the 2015 Budget by the 
Australian Government to fund small 
capital projects in local communities. We 
have received official confirmation that a 
grant for $10,766 has been approved. 
These funds will be used to create a 
small playground area within the school 
grounds.  
 
Mother’s Day Stall 
Each year we hold a Mother’s Day Stall 
on the Friday morning before Mother’s 
Day. If you are able to donate any new 
items for the stall please leave them at 
the office.  
 
The gifts usually range in price from $1 to 
$5. All students will have an opportunity 
to purchase one gift each, this may be 
increased to two but this depends on the 
number of donations. We also require a 



small number of parents to operate the 
stall, if to can assist from 9:30 til 11:00 
am on Friday 6 May please leave your 
details at the office.  
 
2016/2017 Entertainment Books have 
arrived 
Order your NEW 2016/2017 
EntertainmentTM Books and 
EntertainmentTM Digital Memberships 
from us today, and 20% of the proceeds 
contribute towards our fundraising!  
 
Online Order Page, 
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/or
d erbooks/342n65  
OR collect a book from the office ($60) 
 
‘You Can’ Mobile Phone recycling  
If you have any old mobile phones, 
please drop them into the recycling box in 
the foyer.  
 
CLOTHING POOL 
 
Brown Jackets 
We have a small number of the old plain 
brown jackets for sale. These are brand 
new but we are no longer stocking them 
as we have a new jacket that is jersey 
lined for extra warmth. These plain brown 
jackets will be sold from the Clothing Pool 
for $20.  
 
New Jacket Orders 
For those parents who ordered jackets - 
they should be available for collection in 
the first week of Term 2. 
 
Girls Brown Ponte Pants 
We have a small number of girls brown 
long pants available in sizes 4 to 16 for 
$10 each. 
 
Term 2 Events 
May - Mothers Day Stall and Cookie 
Dough fundraiser 
 
June - Netball Gala Day 
 
COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

 
 

Charlestown Uniting Church’s Kids 
Holiday Fun Club  
24-26 Milson Street, Charlestown 
Wednesday 20 April 2016 
(Children in Years K - 6) 
9.30am – 3.30pm 
Cost $10/Child (maximum family payment 
$20) 
Includes morning tea, lunch and 
afternoon tea 
 

Registrations & payment essential by 
15/04/2016 
 

Registration forms and payment can be 
posted to: 
Charlestown Uniting Church 
P O Box 449 
Charlestown. 2290 
 

For all enquires please phone: 
Cathy-4908 1083 OR Laraine-4944 7826 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 



 
  



 

 



Intention to apply: Year 5 entry to an opportunity class in 2017 

Dear Parent/Carer 

Opportunity classes cater for highly achieving academically gifted students who may otherwise be without classmates 
at  their own academic and social  level. These schools help gifted and  talented students  to  learn by grouping  them 

with other gifted and talented students, teaching them in specialised ways and providing educational materials at the 
appropriate level. 

Applications for opportunity class placement are considered mainly on the basis of the Opportunity Class Placement 
Test results and school assessment scores. The Opportunity Class Placement Test will be held on Wednesday 27 July 

2016. 

If you would like to have your child considered for Year 5 opportunity class entry in 2017, you need to apply soon. You 
will need to apply on the internet using a valid email address (not the student’s email address). 

Detailed instructions on how to apply online will be available from 26 April 2016 in a printed application information 
booklet and at www.schools.nsw.edu.au/ocplacement. The application website opens on 26 April 2016 and closes on 

13 May 2016. No late applications will be accepted. 

There are no paper application forms.  If you do not have  internet access, you could apply at a public  library.  If you 
have a disability that prevents you from using a computer, you can contact the Unit for assistance after 26 April 2016. 

You must submit only ONE application for each student. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Principal 

 

Note: THIS IS NOT AN APPLICATION FOR ENTRY TO AN OPPORTUNITY CLASS. This is a notice to your primary school 
only that you intend to apply.  
TO  APPLY  YOU  WILL  NEED  TO  REGISTER  AND  THEN  APPLY  THROUGH  THE  HIGH  PERFORMING  STUDENTS 

APPLICATION WEBSITE. 

 

Cut along the dotted line and return the completed slip below to this school by next Friday. 

 ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 

Intention to apply: Year 5 entry to an opportunity class in 2017 

Student’s name: ___________________________________________________________    Class: ____________________  

I am interested in applying for opportunity class placement in 2017  Yes   No  

 

I have internet access and will be applying online    

OR 

I do not have internet access   

 

Signature of parent/carer: ___________________________________________________    Date: ____________________  

 

Note: THIS IS NOT AN APPLICATION FOR ENTRY TO AN OPPORTUNITY CLASS. This is a notice to your primary school 
only that you intend to apply.  
TO  APPLY  YOU  WILL  NEED  TO  REGISTER  AND  THEN  APPLY  THROUGH  THE  HIGH  PERFORMING  STUDENTS 

APPLICATION WEBSITE. 

 


